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 Rules of Registry 
 
The Horse 
 
The Rocky Mountain Horse® Association is dedicated to the preservation, breeding, 
development and promotion of the Rocky Mountain Horse® in which the natural gait breeds 
true.  Proper breeding will enhance this and other desirable characteristics in successive 
generations.  To this end, the RMHA does not permit action devices, aids, or harsh training 
methods. Through breeding, the Members of the Association, strive to produce an animal 
that meets the highest standards of this breed— One Horse for All Occasions©. 
 
The United States Patent and Trademark Office defines the Rocky Mountain Horse® as "a 
Horse having a medium height, a broad chest, an ambling four-beat gait, a gentle 
temperament and a solid body color.” 
 
Introduction:  The Rules of Registration promote the smooth operation of the Registry. All 
Rocky Mountain Horses will demonstrate the gait, conformation and gentle temperament as 
stated in the Bylaws of the Rocky Mountain Horse® Association, Inc. 
 
Gait:  The Rocky Mountain Horse® naturally demonstrates a smooth ambling gait that glides 
forward. The horse moves out with a lateral gait in which one can count four distinct hoof-
beats that produce a cadence of near equal rhythm. The speed may vary but the four beat 
rhythm remains constant. The gait may technically be described as the simultaneous but 
asynchronous motion of the legs on the same side of the body followed by the movement of 
the legs on the opposite side. The gait is initiated with the hind leg. The length of stride for 
both hind and foreleg should be nearly equal. The Rocky Mountain Horse moves his feet with 
minimal ground clearance and minimal knee and hock action. Because the gait does not 
waste motion, it enables the horse to travel long distances with minimal tiring. 
 
Conformation:   
 

·  Height of the horse will be no less than 58 inches (14.2 hands) and no more than 64 
inches (16.0 hands).  

·  Medium sized bones, with medium sized feet in proportion to the body. 
·  A wide and deep chest with a span between the forelegs. The fore and hind legs 

should be free of noticeable deformity.  
·  Sloping shoulders (ideally with an angle of 45 degrees). 
·  Bold eyes, well-shaped ears and a face that is neither dished nor protruding.  
·  The head should be of medium size in proportion to the body with medium jaws.  
·  The neck should be gracefully arched, medium in length and set on an angle to allow 

natural carriage with a break at the poll. The horse must have a solid body color.  
·  There shall be no white above the knee or hock except on the face where modest 

amounts of white markings are acceptable.  Excessive facial markings, such as in a 
“bald-faced” horse, are not acceptable. 
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Section 1.0  General Rules of Registry 
 
The General Rules of the Registry recognize that the registration papers of a horse are a 
representation of the data maintained by the Association Registry on a specific animal. 
 
1.  Registration of Foals:  Owner(s)/designated manager(s) will: 
 
 a.  Register foals using an Application for Registry Exhibits A (2 pages), B, J, K and M. 
 
 b.  Complete the Application for Registry in full and sign in ink (Refer to Exhibits J and K 
for acceptable RMHA facial markings and leg markings.  Also refer to Names in Section 4.12. 
 
 c.  Attach four photographs showing the true color and all markings to the application. 
The four photographs should be at least 3.5 inches or larger and show the front, l eft side, 
right side, and rear of the horse.  Stand the horse on a surface that will not hide hooves.  
Make sure the horse is free of all mud and stains that may hide the true color.  The horse 
must be dry.  When taking the front photo, raise the foretop.  Label photos with the proposed 
name for the foal.  Also label names of the sire and dam on the photo, along with the owner’s 
name and address and phone number.  If using a digital camera, print photos on photo 
quality paper. 
 
 d.  Attach the yellow copy of the Stallion Breeding Record Form (mare owner’s copy). 
 
 e.  Collect approximately 30 or more tail hair samples for inclusion in the application.  
The Registrar will complete and submit a DNA Form for Analysis for Proof of Parentage (see 
Exhibit M) .  
 
 f.  If the foal is an Embryo Transfer (Exhibit G), include the RMHA permit.  Foals by 
Embryo Transfer must also submit veterinarian’s authentication of the foal’s origin. 
 
 g.  Register foals promptly following birth.  Foals registered after six months of age 
accrue financial penalties.  Registration of twin foals due to natural twinning by a mare will 
require a veterinarian examination within three to five days of birth, in addition to DNA 
analysis for proof of parentage. 
 
2.  Foundation Geldings (Geldings with one RMHA reg istered parent) 

(Foundation Gelding Books closed February 11, 2011)  
 
Section 2.0  General Rules for Certification 
 
1.  A Rocky Mountain Horse® must be at least twenty-three (23) months of age before 
Certification. 
 
2.  The Certification of Rocky Mountain Horses® evaluates horses to ensure the horse meets 
the requirements of the breed as set forth in the Bylaws protected by the registered 
Certification Mark No. 1,541,063. 
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3.  Owners may certify a Rocky Mountain Horse® by submitting a video tape (Exhibit C-1, 
DVD/Video instructions) and a Veterinarian’s Certificate of Inspection (Exhibit D), or by 
presenting the horse for a live examination (Exhibit C-2, Live Certifications). 
 
4.  Horses must meet the requirements enumerated in Articles 6 and 7 of the Bylaws of the 
RMHA. 
 
5.  Stallions, mares and geldings must prove parentage to a RMHA-registered and -certified 
sire and dam by DNA analysis or blood analysis.  A Foundation Gelding must be able to 
prove parentage by DNA analysis and blood analysis to one RMHA-registered parent. 
 
6.  Horses must meet height requirements of 14.2 hands. Female horses examined prior to 
attaining three (3) years of age based on date of birth, whose dam and sire are both certified 
to breed, are acceptable at 14.0 hands.  If using a bit, it must meet the standards of the 
RMHA.   Horses must be shod on all four feet or the horse may be barefoot.  Refer to Exhibit 
C-1 (DVD/Video Certification) or Exhibit C-2 (Live Certification) for further information. 
 
7.  Three (3) Examiners must inspect all Rocky Mountain Horses for live or DVD/video 
certification.  Examiners should not have had any conflict of interest in the ownership, sales 
or training of the horse within the past six months.  The owner of the horse is entitled to one 
uncontested Examiner challenge prior to the examination of the horse.  If, in the opinion of 
the Examiners, the animal meets the requirements of the Rocky Mountain Horse®, they will 
certify the animal. If the horse does not meet the requirements of the breed, it will be handled 
according to RMHA Bylaws.  Horses that do not meet requirements will not receive 
certification and may NOT be shown and foals born of such horses will not be eligible for 
registration under any circumstances. 
 
 a.  A horse that fails Certification must wait thirty (30) days before the owner again 
presents it for Certification. 
 
 b.  Examiners will complete Certification Evaluation forms for each horse presented 
whether they pass or fail.  Examiners will send all papers on horses that fail certification to 
the RMHA Headquarters where they will be on file.  Owners will send forms to RMHA 
Headquarters for processing. 
 
 c.  Once the process of certification starts, the horse must be certified within 90 days. 
The Certification process begins with the first examiner’s signature/date and ends with the 
receipt of certification documents at RMHA Headquarters. All supporting documents, 
(Veterinarian statements, pictures, DVD/videos, etc.) must be within the 90 day window 
before the start of another certification process so that the combined timing does not exceed 
180 days. 
 
8.  If all three Examiners do not see the horse on the same date, the certification date is the 
date of the last Examiner’s signature. 
 
9.  A Certification by video, requires the return the original RMHA Registration paper with the 
video to the RMHA Headquarters, or by submitting the original RMHA Registration paper to 
an Examiner. It is recommended that the owner retain a Photostat copy prior to returning the 
original registration paper to the RMHA Headquarters. 



OPR:  Registry Page 7 
Current:  February 2011 
Approved:  16 April 2011 

 
10.  Geldings certified by DVD/video must include veterinarian statement of castration, height 
and conformation. (See Exhibit D) 
 
11.  Horses age three and older must be certified in order to show in RMHA-affiliated 
classes, or to participate in any activity sponsored by the RMHA. 
 
12.  After successful examination by RMHA examiners and payment of fees, Registry will 
affix a gold seal on the original registration papers to indicate the horse is certified to show 
and breed. 
 
13.  Female offspring of a Certified to Breed Grade Mare who is recognized and certified at 
the time of breeding and who is bred to a RMHA registered and certified Stallion can be 
registered as a RMHA filly.  Male offspring of a Certified to Breed Grade Mare who is registered and 
certified at the time of breeding and who is bred to a RMHA registered and certified stallion can be 
registered only as geldings, per standards for geldings.   
 
14.  The Directors of Examiners will review certification DVD/video tapes, which become the 
property of the RMHA. 
 
 
Section 3.0  Breeding Responsibilities and Procedures 
 
1.  Stallion Owner Responsibilities 
 
 a.  Breeding occurs only after the stallion owner verifies the mare is certified to breed 
(gold seal on the RMHA Registration papers).  If the mare is not certified, notify the mare 
owner of the RMHA certification requirements prior to breeding. 
 
 b.  After breeding a mare, the stallion owner will complete, sign and date a 3-part 
Breeding Certificate for the mare owner.  If the mare is re-serviced during a subsequent 
cycle, the stallion owner notes the date of re-service on the Breeding Certificate.  If the mare 
is pasture bred, use the starting and ending dates the mare was exposed to the stallion.   
After “in foal” confirmation, the stallion owner will: 
 
  1)  Send the white copy to RMHA. 
  2)  Send the yellow copy to the mare owner.   
  3)  Retain the pink copy for their records.   
 
 c.  A stallion owner will also provide Breeding Certificates for semen used in artificial 
insemination and in embryo transfer.  The owner will provide the yellow copy to the mare 
owner since it is mandatory that the yellow copy accompany registry application documents. 
 
 d.  The stallion owner should also furnish the mare owner a copy of Exhibit L, 
Instructions to Mare Owners. 
 
 e. Stallion owners must file an Annual Stallion Service Report (Exhibit E) with RMHA 
Headquarters no later than January 30 of the year following the period of the report.  Use a 
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separate page for each stallion, and use as many pages as necessary. Do not include mares 
bred from a different calendar year on the same report.   
 
 f.  The RMHA requires stallion owners to include ALL mares bred, even if they are not 
RMHA-registered.  The stallion owner shall include his own mares on the Annual Stallion 
Service Report.  An unlisted breeding will result in non-registration of a foal. 
 
2. Mare Owner Responsibilities (Exhibit L) 
 
 a.  When taking the mare for breeding, the mare owner should present the stallion owner 
with a copy of the mare’s Certification of Registration for completion of the Breeding 
Certificate.  The Registration Certificate should include a gold seal indicating mare is certified 
to breed. 
 
 b.  After the mare has been bred, the mare owner will receive the yellow copy of the 
Breeding Certificate.  After the birth of the foal, attach the yellow copy  to the Application for 
Registration. 
 
 c.  If the mare is sold after being bred, provide the yellow copy of the Breeding Certificate 
to the new owner so they can send it along with the Application for Registration. Absence of 
this form will result in the foal being ineligible for registration. 
 
3. Embryo Transfer 
 
 a.  The RMHA “Request for Embryo Transfer" is Exhibit G. The mare owner must submit 
the form to RMHA Headquarters no later than 60 days prior to the anticipated date of embryo 
collection.  Failure to obtain prior approval may result in the foal being ineligible for 
registration. The RMHA will allow registration of one natural birth plus one embryo transfer, 
or two embryo transfers and no natural birth, for a total of two registrations from a single 
mare per year. 
 
 b.  When a foal is registered, a copy of the RMHA Executive Board permit for Embryo 
transfer and veterinarian authentication of the foal’s origin must accompany the Application 
for Registration. The veterinarian performing the embryo transfer is to list the date of the 
embryo transfer, the horse or origin and the recipient horse and identification of sire.  All 
proof of parentage requirements by DNA analysis must be met before foal will be entered 
into the registry. 
 
4.  Frozen Semen 
 
 a.  Stallions must be certified to breed at the time of collection and freezing of the 
semen.  Stallion owners in possession of frozen semen must submit to RMHA Headquarters 
a record of Frozen Semen by completing the RMHA Frozen Semen Registration Form (see 
Exhibit F).  The Frozen Semen Registration form must be updated annually when the Stallion 
Report is submitted.   
 
 b.  Frozen semen can be used while the stallion is alive and for an unlimited time after a 
stallion’s death or castration.   
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 c.  If a stallion is sold that has frozen semen in storage, and the frozen semen is included 
in the sale to the new owner, the transfer of the straws must be indicated on the Frozen 
Semen Registration form.   
 
 d.  If the stallion is sold and the seller retains breeding rights through ownership of the 
frozen straws, then this must be indicated on the Frozen Semen Registration Form.  
Whoever is in possession of frozen semen must provide a Stallion Service Report at the end 
of the breeding season for that year indicating mares inseminated using frozen semen. 
 
Section 4.0  General Procedures 
 
1.  Transfers/Change of Ownership :  At the time of sale of a registered Rocky Mountain 
Horse, the seller or authorized agent shall complete, sign and date the transfer of ownership 
section on the reverse of the Certificate of Registration. It is the responsibility of the new 
owner to complete the transfer and to submit the original Certificate of Registration to the 
RMHA Headquarters along with appropriate fees. 
 
 a.  If there is a joint ownership of the horse, then all owners must sign exactly as the 
names appear on the certificate.  If any individual in a joint ownership is a nonmember, a 
nonmember surcharge will apply to the transfer.  New owners must be RMHA members or a 
nonmember surcharge will apply.  In addition, the following documentation is necessary to 
list a legal entity as owner of a horse on the papers: 
 
  1)  Copy of the corporate charter/articles of incorporation or other appropriate 
document with stamps or other imprints indicating that it had been submitted and accepted 
by the proper governmental authority in the entity's graphic region 4. 
 
  2)  A letter signed by the most senior executive of the entity (either CEO, President, 
operating partner or other) requesting that the entity be named as the owner of its horses 
and specifying no more than three individuals whose signatures they authorize for 
Association related business. The letter must also contain sample signatures of those 
individuals. 
 
  3)  On an annual basis submit documentation to HQ/RMHA from the appropriate 
governmental authority that the entity continues in good standing in its geographic local. 
 
  4) A legal entity must have membership in the RMHA or pay a nonmember fee. 
 
 b. Transfers of ownership must be completed and submitted with appropriate 
fees to the RMHA Headquarters each time the horse is sold/transferred. 
 
 c.   To transfer a Rocky Mountain Horse or foal, return the original Certificate of 
Registration with signed transfer of ownership section completed to the RMHA Headquarters. 
The owner should retain a copy for their records. 
 
 d. The RMHA Headquarters will record the change of ownership and return the original 
Certificate of Registration to the new owner. 
 



OPR:  Registry Page 10 
Current:  February 2011 
Approved:  16 April 2011 

2. Change from a Stallion to a Gelding :  When a stallion or colt is gelded, the owner must 
send the original Certificate of Registration to RMHA Headquarters.  HQ will annotate and 
forward to Registry who will mark the certificate 'Gelded' with the date.  Registry will then 
return the certificate to the owner.   
 
3.  Name Change:    
 

a. Owners may change the name of a Rocky Mountain Horse at any time as long as the 
horse has never been bred or shown.  EXCEPTION:  A horse that has been shown 
may have its name changed up until the horse has attained its second birthday and 
before certification.   
 

b. The person(s) or Legal Entity on the certificate as the breeder must provide a letter of 
approval to accompany the Request for Name Change.  
 

c. Names may not exceed 27 characters including spaces and punctuation. To change a 
name you must submit to the RMHA Headquarters a Request for Name Change 
(Exhibit H), letter of support from the breeder if applicable, and appropriate fees.  See 
fee schedule (Exhibit N).   
 

d. If eligible, Registry will issue a new certificate reflecting the name change.   
 

4.  Name Change of Owner:   If an owner changes their name due to marriage or divorce, it 
is not necessary for the Certificate of Registration to show the change.  In writing, notify 
RMHA Headquarters of the name change.  If the owner desires a corrected Certificate of 
Registration, mail the original Certificate with notification of the name change and appropriate 
fees to RMHA Headquarters. 
 
5.  Horse Color/Marking Changes:   Until Certification, papers will remain as marked at time 
of foal application. Horse colors must be listed from basic colors: Chocolate, Black, Bay, Red 
Chocolate, Buckskin, Palomino, Cream, Gray, Sorrell, Dun, Grullo and Chestnut.  Note all 
modifiers such as roaning or silver dapple.  A Director of Examiners will sign off on any 
deviation of these colors. The horse owner will pay for DNA or other genetic testing tools for 
color. 
 
6.  Duplicate Papers:   Submit requests for duplicate papers to RMHA Headquarters for 
Board review of circumstances.  The request must be in writing using the Request for 
Duplicate Certificate of Registration (Exhibit I) and accompanied by the fee.  Mail the request 
and fee to RMHA Headquarters. RMHA will refund fees if duplicate papers are not issued. 
RMHA will issue duplicate papers only when original papers have been lost or destroyed, but 
never as a ‘second set’.  Should the original be found after the duplicate is issued, owners 
are to return one copy to the RMHA Headquarters. 
 
7.  Corrections on Papers:   Only under the direction of RMHA Headquarters may Registry 
change the Certificate of Registration. Under no circumstances will anyone (other than 
RMHA/HQ)  mark or make notations on the original papers.  If an error on the Certificate of 
Registration is the fault of the RMHA, there will be no fee for correction.  If the error was 
made as a result of illegible information submitted by the applicant or agent, there will be a 
fee for correcting the Certificate of Registration. 
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8.  Payment of Fees:   RMHA/HQ will not process any requested/required 
transfers/applications or any other service until all fees are paid. Persons requesting 
transfers must bring current all unpaid fees before the horse is transferred into his/her name.  
RMHA/HQ will place on a “cash only” (money order, cashier’s check or cash) basis, 
members who write two insufficient fund checks within a calendar year.  Members on this list 
may apply to the RMHA Board of Directors for reinstatement of check writing privileges after 
one calendar year. 
 
9.  Pending Paperwork :  Normally, Registry will contact owners via telephone if paperwork 
is incomplete and ask for the information to complete the registry process.  Registry will 
reevaluate pending files in thirty (30) days and if paperwork remains incomplete, they will 
notify the owner by postcard.  RMHA/HQ will immediately bank deposit registry fees for all 
paperwork, whether complete or incomplete. 
 
10.  Age of Horse:   Except for Certification purposes, the age of a Rocky Mountain Horse 
shall be computed on the basis of a calendar year starting on January 1 of the year foaled.  
The horse is a weanling during the calendar year in which foaled, and is a yearling during the 
first calendar year following its foaling date, regardless of the time of year foaled. 
 
11. Deceased Horses :   In writing, notify RMHA/HQ of the date of death of a registered 
Rocky Mountain Horse or foal.  Send the original Certificate of Registration to RMHA/HQ.  
Registry will mark the certificate "deceased" and return it to the owner. 
 
12.  Names:  Owners will provide a name for each horse for which they submit an 
Application of Registry.  The name may not conflict, including phonetic similarity, with any 
other horse registered with the Rocky Mountain Horse Association, whether alive or 
deceased.  Name choices may not include numerals and abbreviations such as Jr. Sr, or III 
and may not exceed twenty-seven (27) characters including punctuation and spaces. The 
RMHA reserves the right to approve or disapprove any name found to be inappropriate. That 
decision is appealable to the RMHA Executive Board.  When selecting a name always 
include three (3) choices in order of preference. 
 
13. DNA/Blood Analysis:   The RMHA has a contract with the University of Kentucky for 
DNA analysis to prove parentage.  Such tests are required for horse registration and 
certification of all horses not already on file.  See Exhibit M for instructions for collection of 
DNA.  Mail DNA samples to RMHA/HQ along with paperwork and fee. The RMHA Executive 
Board approved the use of blood typing instead of DNA as proof of parentage when a horse 
is not available for DNA sampling (for example:  older horses that have blood on file or who 
may be dead or cannot be located). When blood typing is used instead of DNA, the owner of 
the horse incurs all costs. 
 
Section 5.0 Markings 
 
Article 6.2 of the RMHA Bylaws states “…there shall be no white above the knee or hock 
except on the face where modest amounts of white markings are acceptable.  Excessive 
facial markings such as bald faced horses are not acceptable.”  It is important to accurately  
describe markings on the Application for Registry for proper identification of the horse. 
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Owners/agents should use the following illustrations and definitions for a consistent 
description of markings: 
 
1.  Head Markings:   Head markings consist of a star, blaze, snip, patch or combination of 
these markings (see Head Markings, Exhibit J).  When completing the Application for 
Registry, it is important to clearly and accurately identify head markings. 
 
 a.  Star:  A solid collection of white hair found on the forehead. Describe the star as to 
size and shape, and note if it is in the center, to the left or right of center of the forehead. 
 
 b.  Small Star:  A solid area of white about the size of a nickel found on the forehead.  If 
the horse only has a group of scattered white hairs, do not identify it as a star, but rather a 
“scattered area of white hairs on the forehead”. 
 
 c.  Medium Star: A solid area of white hair about the size of a half dollar found on the 
forehead. 
 
 d.  Large Star: A solid white area on the forehead three (3) inches or more in diameter. 
 
 e.  Mixed Star: Having the coat color mixed with the white of the star. 
 
2.  Stripe:   A narrow white marking starting at the eye level or below and ending on or above 
the muzzle.  Describe the stripe as to width, length and whether they are connected to the 
star.  Always note the area on the head where the stripe ends. 
 
 a.  Bordered Stripe:  The coat color is mixed with the white hairs along the outer edge. 
 
 b.  Connected Stripe:  The star and stripe are connected. 
 
 c.  Broken Stripe:  The stripe is disconnected from itself in one or more places. 
 
 d.  Blaze:  A wider white marking down the face about three inches in width or more. 
Always note on the head where the blaze ends.   
 
 e.  NOTE:  Bald-faced horses are not accepted for registry in the RMHA.  Bald-faced is 
described as white markings or a wide blaze that for all or part of its length covers the front of 
the face, extending to or past the inside corner of one or both eyes, and extending over the 
sides of the face, and may extend past the upper lip to the lower lip. 
 
 f.  Snip:   A snip is a small white marking between the nostrils.  The pink skin beneath 
the hair of the snip is often easily seen.  A snip will often extend down onto the upper lip 
where there isn’t any hair and will show as pink skin. 
 
3.  Leg Markings:   No horse shall be accepted into the Rocky Mountain Registry if there is 
white above the knee or hock, except on the face.  (Exhibit K illustrates acceptable leg 
markings).  When completing the Application of Registration, it is important to clearly and 
accurately identify leg markings. 
 

a. Coronet:  A white stripe covers the coronet band. 
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b. Pastern:  White extends from the coronet to and including the pastern. 
c. Ankle:  White extends from the coronet to and including the fetlock. 
d. Half Stocking:  White extends from the coronet to the middle of the cannon. 
e. Stocking:  White extends from the coronet to the knee. When the white includes the 

knee it is called a full stocking. 
f. White Heels:  Both heels are white. 
g. Outside Heel:  White is only on the outside of the heel. 
h. Inside Heel:  White is only on the inside of the heel. 
i. Ermine Markings must be described and noted on all applications for registry or 

certification. 
 
4.  No horse shall be accepted into the Rocky Mountain Registry if it has white markings on 
the body of the horse except modest amounts of white on the face. 
 
5.  When describing a horse for registration, indicate any acquired markings 
(those marks that have been produced after birth) such as scars or tattoos as to size, shape, 
coloration and location. Cowlicks are to be noted. 
 
Section 6.0 List of Exhibits 
 
Exhibit A  Application for Registry   (2 pages) 
Exhibit B  Application for Registry - Body and Facial Markings 
Exhibit C-1  Certification by DVD/Video 
Exhibit C-2  Live Certification 
Exhibit D  Veterinarian's Certificate of Inspection 
Exhibit E  Annual Stallion Service Report 
Exhibit F  Frozen Semen Registration 
Exhibit G  Request for Embryo Transfer 
Exhibit H  Request for Name Change  
Exhibit I  Request for Duplicate Certificate of Registration 
Exhibit J  Head Markings 
Exhibit K  Leg Markings 
Exhibit L Instructions to Mare Owners 
Exhibit M  DNA Submission Form 
Exhibit N  Fee Schedule 
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                                       EXHIBIT A 

 
Application for Registry 

 
 

Print or type name selections:  (List in order of preference.  Max of 27 characters including spaces and 
punctuation): 
 

1.  ___________________________________________________Foal Date:___________________ 
 
2.  ___________________________________________________Sex:    ____ Male      ____ Female 
 
3.  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Color and distinguishing markings:  (Complete Head & Body Markings and Leg Markings): 
 

 

 

DAM:  ____________________________________________________RMHA #:______________________ 
 
Owner & Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SIRE:  ____________________________________________________RMHA #:______________________ 
 
Owner & Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Location of Breeding:  City/State:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Location where Foal was Born:  City/State:___________________________________________________ 
 

 
If person applying for registry was not the owner of the dam at time of foal birth, record each 
change of ownership of this foal: 
 

Name & Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sold to:_____________________________________________________Date:_________________ 
 

Name & Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sold to:_____________________________________________________Date:_________________ 
 
 
Microchip # (if available):_______________________________Date Inserted:________________ 
 
Vet Clinic where Filed:____________________________________________________________ 
 



 

REGISTRY FORM – Page 2 EXHIBIT A   
 
Certification Statement: 
 
I,  (print name)_________________________________, hereby certify that the foregoing 
statements subscribed by me in this application are true and correct.  I understand that this 
animal must be certified by the Rocky Mountain Horse Association before breeding (no 
exceptions) and must be three years of age before showing under saddle. 
 
Print Applicant/Owner of Foal:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
RMHA #:________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home 
Phone:_________________________________Cell:____________________________________ 
 
Fax:___________________________________E-mail:__________________________________ 
 
 
Signed:____________________________________________Date:________________________ 
 

NOTE:  Attach the following items to this form: 
 

_____  Registration Fee (see fee schedule) plus fee for DNA Kit--$ 45.00 (RMHA submits form) 

_____  Current photos (front/back/right side & left side) ~ Photos MUST be 3.5 inches and show 
 entire horse, including hooves 

_____  Body/Facial Marking Chart 

_____  RMHA Stallion Breeding Record Form 

_____  Sample DNA – 30 or more tail hairs with bulbs (follicles) 

_____  If applicant is NOT an RMHA member, include application & check for membership 

_____  Include fee for any special program on the Membership Application:  Exhibitor Card; Rated   
 Trail Obstacle Program, Trail Pleasure (Mileage) Program 

 

Make check payable to “RMHA” & mail to: RMHA Headqu arters                                 Office:  859-243-0260 
Payable in U.S. Dollars only 4037 Ironworks Parkway, Ste. 160                Fax:  859-243-0266   
 Lexington KY 40511-8508 
Check#:_______  Total Enclosed: ___________                                                          Web Site:  www.rmhorse.com 
                                               E-Mail:  information@rmhorse.com  
 
VISA/MC:____________________________________  Expires:________________     3 Digit Code: __________ 
 
Signature:_____________________________________  
 



 

 REGISTRY FORM – Page 3 EXHIBIT B  
 

 Body & Facial Markings 
 

����
����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 D A B C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sketch & describe all distinct white markings 
on face, nose, & muzzle which you can see 
when standing directly in front of the horse 
(see Face Marking Exhibit J). 
 
____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 B C  D      A                   ____________________________________ 
 
 
Sketch & describe leg markings (see Exhibit K): 
 
A.  Right Fore Leg: ______________________________________________________________ 

B.  Right Hind Leg: ______________________________________________________________ 

C.  Left Hind Leg: _______________________________________________________________ 

D.  Left Fore Leg: _______________________________________________________________ 

 
  



 

                         EXHIBIT C-1 

����
Certification by DVD/Video 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

·  Use a tripod for steady videotaping. 
·  Exercise and warm horse before the demonstration. 
·  Use an area of about 50 feet to 60 feet in diameter (circle) with firmly packed ground, pavement or sod. 
·  Avoid grassy area that will prevent full view of horse’s hooves. 
·  Thoroughly clean and groom the horse before taping. 
 

HALTERED VIEWS: 
·  Tape a full view of at least 30 seconds at each of four positions—front, left side, rear and right side.   
·  Lead the horse through the four positions. 
·  Clearly show all markings. 
·  To provide close-up views, pan the camera slowly to the horse. 
·  Working from the head of the horse, begin panning with the head in full view, then slowly move to the neck 

area. 
·  Have an assistant lift the mane out of the way to clearly view and tape the neck. 
·  Move to the rear and  hold the tail out of the way to clearly view and tape the rear and legs of the horse. 

 
DEMONSTRATION UNDER SADDLE: 

·  Saddle and bridle the horse. 
·  Horse may be certified in a bit-less bridle but not in a halter. 
·  If using a bit, it must meet RMHA standards of shank length not to exceed 8 inches measured from top of top 

ring to end of the metal at the bottom, not including the bottom ring. 
·  Shoes must be factory made keg shoes and not exceed 3/4 inch in width at all locations on the shoe nor may 

they exceed 3/8 inch in thickness (5/8 inch when including borium or drill tech). 
·  If using caulk (factory caulk only) shoes, the total thickness, including borium or drill tech, along with the 

caulk, must not exceed 7/8 inch. 
·  Natural toe length may not exceed 4.5 inches including the shoe. 
·  Shoes must be on all four feet, or horse must be barefoot on all four feet. 
·  Videotape bottom of all four feet to show bare foot or shoe. 
·  Mount and ride the horse to the right or left around the circle. 
·  Camera must continuously follow the horse. 
·  Keep the horse and rider centered and in entire view. 
·  Horse must travel in one direction for two minutes, then turn and go in the opposite direction for another two 

minutes. 
·  Regulate the speed of the horse to demonstrate gait. 
·  Gait MUST BE A LATERAL FOUR BEAT GAIT—not a fast walk.  (See Gait Section in Rules of Registry.) 
·  Tape MUST be CONTINUOUS.  Do not stop video then restart for any reason.   If you must restart, then 

start demonstration from the beginning. 
 

Submit the following items: Mail to:  RMHA Headquarters 
_____  DVD or Videotape 4037 Ironworks Pkwy,  Ste 
160 
_____  Original Certificate of Registration  Lexington KY 40511-8508 
_____  Veterinary Certificate of Inspection  
_____  Four Full Body Photos (front, rear, left and right sides) (Use photo quality paper) 
_____  Certification Fee   
 
VISA/MC: ____________________________________    Expiration Date:________________   3 Digit Code:___________ 
 
Signature__________________________________________________ 
 



 

                                               EXHIBIT C-2 
����

Live Certification 
 
 

Owner:___________________________________ RMHA Member #:____________________ 
 
Horse Registered Name:________________________________ Registration #:________________ 
 
Date of Certification:___________________________ 
 
Three Examiners must be present to conduct and verify the Live Certification Demonstration. 
 
HALTERED VIEWS: 
 

·  Examiners must view horse in all four positions—front, left side, rear, and  right side. 
·  Lead the horse through all four positions. 
·  All markings must be clearly identified on the RMHA Certification Form. 

 
DEMONSTRATION UNDER SADDLE: 
 

·  Saddle and bridle the horse.  Horse may be certified in a bitless bridle but not a halter. 
·  If using a bit, it must meet RMHA standards of shank length not to exceed 8 inches measured from top of top 

ring to end of the metal at the bottom, not including the bottom ring. 
·  Shoes must be factory made keg shoes and not exceed 3/4 inch width at all locations on the shoe nor may 

they exceed 3/8 inch in thickness (5/8 inch when including borium or drill tech). 
·  If using caulk (factory caulk only) shoes, the total thickness, including borium or drill tech, along with the 

caulk, must not exceed 7/8 inch. 
·  Natural toe length may not exceed 4.5 inches including the shoe. 
·  Shoes must be on all four feet, or horse must be barefoot on all four feet. 
·  Examiners will check the bottom of all four feet. 
·  Mount and ride the horse to the right or left around the circle. 
·  Horse must travel in one direction for two minutes, then turn and go in the opposite direction for another two 

minutes. 
·  Regulate the speed of the horse to demonstrate the gait. 
·  Gait MUST BE A LATERAL FOUR BEAT GAIT, not a fast walk.  (See Gaits in Rules of Registry.) 
·  Finally, ride directly away from the examiners and return back to the examiners for full front and rear 

viewing. 
 
Submit the following items:            Mail to:              RMHA Headquarters 
 4037 Iron Works Pkwy, Ste 160 
_____  Completed RMHA Certification Form  Lexington KY 40511-8508 
_____  Original Certificate of Registration  
_____  Four Full Body Photos (front, rear, left and right sides) (Use photo quality paper) 
_____  Certification Fee.   Make check payable to:  RMHA  
  
Check#:______   Total Enclosed: $_________ 
 
VISA/MC: ________________________________ Expiration Date:_______________  3 Digit Code:___________ 
 
Signature__________________________________________________ 
 



 

 EXHIBIT D 
 

Veterinarian Certificate of Inspection 
 

 
Name of Horse:_____________________________________ RMHA #:____________________ 
 
Date of 
Inspection:________________Location:_____________________________________________ 
 
 
I, __________________________________, a duly licensed veterinarian in the State of ________, do 
hereby certify the following facts: 
 
 1.  That I have compared the markings listed on the Certificate of Registration and that the horse 
I examined is, in fact, the horse whose name appears at the top of said certificate. 
 
 2.  The height of the horse measured to the withers is exactly __________hands. 
  
 3.  Depending on gender, the following statement is true.  (Circle appropriate letter) 
 
  a.  Stallion:  Both testicles are below the inguinal rings. 

  b.  Gelding:  Both testicles are absent. 
 
 4.  The horse does not have Parrot Mouth or any other physical deformities. 
 
 5.  The horse meets the following conformation requirements: 
 
  a.  Medium sized bones; medium sized feet in proportion to the body and a wide deep chest 
with a span between the forelegs. 
 
  b.  Fore and hind legs are free of noticeable deformity. 

  c.  Shoulders are sloping with 45 degree angle, eyes are bold & ears well-shaped. 

  d.  Face is not dished or protruding; head & jaws are medium size in proportion to body. 

  e.  Neck is arched, medium in length and set at an angle to allow natural carriage with a 
break at the poll. 
 
  f.  Body color is “solid”. 

  g.  There is no white above the knee or hock, except on the face where a modest amount of 
white is acceptable.   The horse does not have a “Bald Face”. 
 
 
Veterinarian___________________________________________Date:____________________ 
 
License #:___________________________Clinic:______________________________________ 
 

 
 
 



 

 EXHIBIT E 
 

����
Annual Stallion Service Report 

 
 

Dates of this report:  From: ___________To: ___________ 
 

Stallion:______________________________________ RMHA #:_________________________ 

Location of Stallion:______________________________________________________________ 

Manager:___________________________________ 

Owner:_____________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Report all mares serviced in a calendar year.   Use a separate form for each location stallion 
was standing. 

MARE RMHA #  Owner Serviced Re-Serviced 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

I hereby certify that the information in this repor t is complete and accurate.  Mail report by 
January 30 of following year: 
 
 
 
Owner/Manager:__________________________________________________  
 
RMHA Headquarters 
4037 Ironworks Pkwy, Ste 160 
Lexington KY 40511-8508 
  



 

                         EXHIBIT F 

 
Frozen Semen Registration 

 
 
 Date:________________ 
 
Name of Stallion:_______________________________________________________________ 

Registration Number:______________________________ 

Date of Collection:__________________________Number of Straws:____________________ 

 

Stallion Owner: 
 

Name:__________________________________________RMHA Member #:_______________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:______________________________Cell :_________________________________ 

E-mail:________________________________________ 
 

 

Mark applicable box: 

_____ Owner of straws is owner of stallion 

_____ Owner of straws is NOT owner of stallion 

_____ Transfer or sale of straws to: 

Name:______________________________________________RMHA Member #:___________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Home;____________________________________Cell:_________________________________ 

Date of Transfer/Sale:_____________________Number Straws Transferred/Sold:_________ 

 

Retained Breeding Rights by Previous Owner 
 

Previous Owner:_________________________________________________________________ 

Current Owner:_________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Straws retained by Previous Owner:_______________ 

 

 Mail to:   RMHA Headquarters 
  4037 Iron Works Pkwy, Ste 160 
  Lexington KY 40511-8508 
 
  



 

                           EXHIBIT G����
 

Request for Embryo Transfer 
 

 
 
Name of Mare:__________________________________________ RMHA #:___________________ 
 
Stallion:________________________________________________ RMHA #:___________________ 
 
 
I, _________________________________________, owner/manager of the mare named above, request 
permission to carry out embryo transfer for the following reasons: 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Veterinarian (or Laboratory):__________________________________ License #_____________ 
 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOTE:  Refer to Rules of Registry.  Per Section 3.3, a single mare may produce only one natural birth and 
one embryo transfer or 2 embryo transfers—no natural birth—per year. 
 
Owner/Manager:______________________________________________ Date:__________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________  Phone:_________________ 

 

Include the following with this form: 
_____ Embryo Transfer Permit  
_____ Application for Registry, required documents & fees 
_____Veterinarian Authentication of Foal Origin 
_____DNA Analysis to Confirm Foal Parentage & fee 
 

Submit two copies of this form to:   RMHA Headquarters 
   4037 Ironworks Pkwy, Ste. 160 
   Lexington KY 40511-8508 
 
VISA/MC: __________________________ Expiration Date:_______________3 Digit Code:_________ 
 
Signature__________________________________________________ 
 
Office Use Only: 
 
Received by RMHA:_____________________________________ Date:_______________ 
 
Executive Board Approval:_______________________________ Date:_______________ 
 
Permit Issued:__________________________________________ Date:_______________ 
 



 

                                           EXHIBIT H����
 

Request for Name Change 
 
 

Horse Current Name:_________________________________________RMHA #:___________ 
 

Request name change to: 

Choice  1:______________________________________________________________________ 

Choice #2:______________________________________________________________________ 

Choice #3:______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Answer the following questions & base consideration on present owner and ALL previous 
owners: 
 Has horse ever been shown?               Yes               No 
  
 Has horse ever been bred?                   Yes               No 
 
NOTE:  See Section 4.3 of Registry Rules regarding name changes.  Violation of this section will VOID a name 
change 
               WITHOUT fee refund. 
 

I certify this horse has never been shown or bred. 
 

Owner:______________________________________________________Date:______________ 

Co-owner (if applicable:________________________________________Date:______________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________Phone:____________ 

 
NOTE:  Attach the following to this form:              Submit form to: RMHA Headquarters 
______   Check for $75.00  4037 Iron Works Pkwy, Ste 160 
______   Original Certificate of Registration  Lexington KY 40511-8508 
 
Make check payable to “RMHA”    
 
Check #:___________           Amount Enclosed:____________ 
 
VISA/MC #:__________________________________  Expires:______________   Three Digit Code:____________  
 
Signature:_____________________________________  
 
 

Office Use Only 
 

Received by RMHA:________________________________________Date:_______________ 
 
Received by Registry:_______________________________________Date:_______________  
 
New Certificate Issued:______________________________________Date:_______________ 
 

 



 

                            EXHIBIT I����
 

Request for Duplicate Certificate of 
Registration 

 
 
I/We, as owner(s) of the Rocky Mountain Horse identified below, do hereby request a 
Duplicate Certificate of Registration.  Information follows: 
 
NAME OF HORSE:___________________________________RMHA#:__________________ 
 
REASON FOR REQUEST:_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I/We understand that if the original Certificate of Registration is recovered, I/we will keep 
the Certificate of Registration that is in the best condition and return the other certificate to 
the RMHA Registrar:  
 

OWNER SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________ 

RMHA #:________________________________________DATE:________________________ 

CO-OWNER (if applicable):_______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:____________________________________CELL:_____________________________ 

 
Make check payable to “RMHA”  Mail to:  RMHA Headqu arters  
  4037 Iron Works Pkwy, Ste 160 
Check #:_________            Total Enclosed:___________ Lexington KY  40511-8508 
 
VISA/MC #:_______________________________________Expires:_____________  3 Digit Code:_____________ 
 
Signature:_____________________________________  
 

 
Office Use Only 

 
Received by RMHA:___________________________________________Date:______________ 
 
Executive Board Approval:_____________________________________Date:______________ 
 
New Certificate Issued:________________________________________Date:______________ 
 
 



 

                                         EXHIBIT J  
 
 

Facial Marking Chart  



 

                          EXHIBIT K  
 
 
 

Leg Marking Chart 
 

  



 

                      EXHIBIT L 
 

Instructions to Mare Owners 
 
 

 
 
In order to assure proper registration of foals, please use the following instructions: 
 
1.  When taking a mare for breeding: 
 

·  Show the stallion owner/manager the mare’s RMHA Certificate of Registration.  This 
is necessary to prove the mare’s certification status and to provide information for the 
Breeding Certificate.  In addition, the stallion owner will need this information for the 
Stallion Breeding Report at the end of the breeding season. 

 
2.  IMPORTANT:   
 

·  After verification that the mare is in foal, notify the stallion owner to send you the 
YELLOW copy of the Breeding Certificate.   

 
·  The stallion owner retains the WHITE copy and will send it to RMHA within 65 days 

of the last breeding date. 
 

·  The stallion owner retains the PINK copy for the stallion records. 
 

·  If the mare is sold prior to the birth of the foal, ensure the YELLOW copy goes to the 
new owner. 
 

·  The YELLOW copy must accompany the Application for Registration of the foal.   
 
 

3.  Register foals prior to reaching six (6) months of age in order to save cost penalties.  See 
Fee Schedule.  



 

                           EXHIBIT M 
����

Horse DNA Submission Form 
 

 Date:___________________ 
 
 

Use this form when REGISTERING a foal/horse OR when requesting PROOF OF 
PARENTAGE. 
 

Owner Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Horse Name:________________________________________________________ 
 

FOAL/HORSE REGISTRATION: 
 

1. Thoroughly wash and dry hands. 
2. Pull approximately 20 – 30 mane or tail hairs by wrapping hair around forefinger.  

For foals, use tail hairs only.   
3. Grasp hair close to the body to include roots.  Pull straight toward your body.  

Visually check roots are attached to hair.  DO NOT TOUCH ROOT BULBS. 
4. Place sample in shaded box (below) with roots at left.  Tape in place with tape over 

hair shaft.  
5. If hair is very long, cut the end hairs (not bulb end) so that they are no longer than 

three inches in length. 
6. Fold this form with the attached hair samples so the hair is on the inside and mail 

envelope as soon as possible. 
7. Send to RMHA Headquarters along with fee and Registry Form or DNA Analysis 

Form. 
 
PROOF OF PARENTAGE without Registration Form: 
 

1. Request DNA Analysis form from RMHA. 
2. Complete DNA form as required.  Owner/Agent is to sign at bottom of form as well as 

person collecting hair samples. 
3. Follow above instructions for collecting DNA sample. 
4. Fold this form with the attached hair samples so the hair is on the inside and mail 

envelope as soon as possible. 
5. Mail the white copy of DNA form with hair samples & fee to the University of 

Kentucky. 
6. Retain the pink copy of DNA form for your records.  
7. Mail the yellow copy of DNA form to: 

  

 RMHA Headquarters 
 4037 Ironworks Parkway, Suite 160 
 Lexington KY  40511-8508 
 

      Place  Tape  

      Roots Here Place rest of hair here 

      Here 

 



 

                                               EXHIBIT N 

 

����
Fee Schedule – 2011 

 

 
MEMBERSHIP: New  Renew                Renewal after 
         March 31 
    (Includes Administrative Fee) 

·  Single $   50.00  $ 40.00 $50.00 
·  Family $   75.00 $ 75.00 $85.00 
·  Junior $   25.00 $ 35.00 $35.00 
·  Legal Entity $   50.00 $ 50.00 
·  International (includes $25.00 postage) $   75.00 $ 75.00 
·  Single Lifetime $350.00 
·  Family Lifetime $675.00 

 
 
REGISTRATION:  Registered & Certified RMH parents 

·  0 to 6 Months $  40.00 
·  6 Months to 1 Year $  80.00 
·  Over 1 Year $160.00 

 
 
 

CERTIFICATION:  

·  Filly/Mare $  50.00 
·  Gelding $  50.00 
·  Colt/Stallion $100.00 

 
 
 

TRANSFERS:  
·  Within 30 days $  25.00 
·  31 days to 180 days $  35.00 
·  181 days to 1 Year $  50.00 
·  Over 1 Year $  75.00 

 
 

OTHER FEES: 
·  Duplicate Registration $  75.00 
·  Registered Name Change $  75.00 
·  Correction to Papers (other than fault of Registry) $  75.00 
·  DNA Kits $  45.00 
·  Non-Member SURCHARGE* $  50.00 
        
*  RMHA will add a Surcharge to each of the above transactions if requestor is not a member of the Rocky   
     Mountain Horse® Association. 

 
 
NOTE:  RMHA administration will determine fee date by the postmark.  Checks must clear the bank before 
RMHA processes documents. 
 


