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M o u n t a i n  H o r s e  c a m e  t r u e   

 Hello my name is Katy Gralish. and I am a brand new mem-
ber from Minnesota. I would love to share my Rocky story with the 
magazine in hopes that it inspires others to follow their dreams. It has 
taken me over ten years, but I have finally purchased my first ever 
Rocky. He was born May 11th, and he is everything I could have 
hoped and dreamed for. 
My Rocky story starts with a Christmas gift. Since the age of seven, 
every Christmas, my grandfather, Mike Welsch, would give me a 
horse themed calendar.  He did this because he knew I had always 
been “Horse Crazy”, and being a guy who had always had horses 
until his last appaloosa passed away in the late 80’s, he encouraged 
my love for horses.  Due to living in the cities, I was never able to 
have a horse, so in any way possible, he would incorporate horses 
into my life. In this calendar I saw something that blew my mind, a 
gorgeous chocolate colored horse with a stunning white mane and 
tail. I couldn’t believe my eyes and I knew that one day I would own 
one of these horses. Living and growing up in Minnesota, a Rocky 
was something I had never seen 
before.                                   
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R M H A  E L E C T I O N  R E P O R T  

 2 0 1 9  R M H A  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S p o n s o r s  

The RMHA is very grateful to the generous donors who support many of our programs. 
Would you like to see your name (or the name of your farm/business) displayed here with a live link during 2021?  

Be a Silver, Gold or Platinum sponsor of the 2020 RMHA International ! 

Stoner Ridge Farm 

West Coast RMH Club 

Mike Walker 

Lee Boyd 

Bluegrass Equine Vet 

1491 ballots were sent out to qualified members in the 2020 election. 456 ballots were returned and count-
ed. 
Officers elected: 
President: Ellen Knapp 
Vice President: Chastity Adkins 
Secretary: Gina Purdue 
Treasurer: Lyngle Lawson 
Director of Examiners: Tara Stone 

Hearing Panel: Tim Spencer 

Members at large: Judy Brummer 

Marianne Jolley 

Susan Travers 

 
Outcome for proposed Bylaw(s) changes: 
Of the 456 ballots returned, 20 did not include a vote on the proposed Bylaws change question. 436 ballots 
were marked (Yes or No) on this question.  
Number of Yes votes: 345 Number of No votes: 91 
 
Approval of amendments to Article 6 require a vote in favor of the changes by seventy-five percent of bal-
lots returned. 75.66% of ballots returned (79.12% of ballots marked) included a Yes vote on this question. 
The proposed Bylaw changes were approved. The Bylaws will be amended to include the language as pro-
posed on the ballot. 
Incorporation of the approved language has been referred to the Rules Committee. Assuring consistency of 
RMHA Rules and Rules of Registry will require review and recommendations from the Rules Committee 
and the Registration Advisory Committee to the Board and action by the Board to bring all documents into 
agreement with the revised Bylaws. Enactment of the revised Bylaws cannot occur until all of these gov-
erning documents are in agreement. 
                                                                     

http://www.stonerridgefarm.com.
http://www.wcrmhc.com
mailto:mikewalker996@msn.com
http://www.drleeboyd.com/
mailto:wtmcvey@yahoo.com
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

American Horse Council Benefits 
For RMHA members. If you would 
like  to see the benefits we get just for 
being members of the RMHA   
Go HERE 
Also do you know someone who 
would like an internship with AHC? 
Check out how to apply HERE 

Need RMHA merchandise? 
Visit the official RMHA Marketplace 
for bags, clothing and much more and 
don't forget to become a VIP member 
on the page to receive member dis-
counts! 

RMHA Trail Program  
If you ride those trails and you aren’t 
a part of this program yet, you should 
be! What are you waiting for?  And if 
you are, you need to know that the 
trail year has changed! To find out all 
you need to know, click here! 

RMHA Versatility Program  
What do you do with your horse? Per-
form? Ride Trails? Show? Extreme 
Cowboy? Obstacles? Mounted shoot-
ing? Drill team? More? Then you should 
really check out our versatility program!  
Get all the details right here and start 
adding up those points! 

The print "Five Sons of Tobe" is 
back in stock and ready to ship. The 
price is $34.99 unframed. If you 
would like your own copy, please 
contact the RMHA office  

Link to KHBIF Information.  
KHBIF Information 

DEADLINES TO NOTE: 

 

Rocky Beat: Deadline for submit-

ting content or classifieds is al-

ways the 1st of each month. 

 

Next RMHA Board Meeting: 
Aug 18th , Winchester, KY. 
Board  of Directors meeting. 

B.E.S.T.S. DIRECTORY  LINK
(Breeders, Equine Services, Trainers 
and Sales Directory)  
Click HERE 

New Registration Incentive 
Check out the new registration incen-
tives HERE.  

The RMHA 2018 election results have 
been tabulated.  
Winning Candidates: 
 
President:                  Judy Brummer 412 
Vice-President:              John Stivers 412 
Secretary:                      Gina Purdue 422 
Treasurer:                Claudia: Depew 418 
Director of Examiners:   Jeff McCarty 410 
Hearing Panel:           Lyngle Lawson 412 
Member at Large: 
Brittany Hopkins   234 
Jane Gean            228 
Jason Sloan          228 
Bylaw Change                Yes 374 / No 67 

Do you follow the RMHA on Face-
book? It is a good place to keep up on 
new info coming out of the office and 
member events. Check it out HERE 

For all 2018 show and event infor-
mation go to the RMHA Show page. 
 
Have a great show season everyone! 

2018 RMHA International Grand 
Championship Horse Show 
The 2018 RMHA International Grand 
Championship Horse Show will be held 
at the Kentucky Horse Park, September 
6, 7, & 8. For all the info go HERE 
A General membership meeting will be 
held on September 5th at the horse 
park. 

RMHA Registration Incentive ends 
October 31, 2018. 
Register 2 horses (any age) at regular 
price and register a 3rd horse for 1/2 
price! 
Register 4 horses (any age) at regular 
price and register a 5th horse for free! 
Fees for registration can be found at 
this link.  
All registration applications must be 
received at the same time for this offer 
to apply.  
(Please note, registration fee includes 
fee for DNA. Discount includes dis-
count on cost of DNA) 

Have you seen the new Pedigree Data-
base? Visit HERE and please help us 
complete this project by reviewing the 
information for your own horses.   

2018 Pink Ride– Saturday Oct 13, 2018, 
is the date for our together separately 
ride to benefit Breast Cancer Research 
Association. Plan your group and place 
to ride and raise $ for a great organiza-
tion. Contact Angie Emmert for more info 
at 2much2due@earthlink.net  

COMMITTEE CHAIR OPPORTUNI-
TY COMING IN SEPTEMBER 
As chair and editor of the RMHA 
Publications Committee , I  wanted to 
let you know that my term is up this 
September, and the RMHA will be 
seeking a new chair. This role is a 
rewarding job that does not require 
previous editor experience but some 
writing/publishing/editing/organizing 
skills are very helpful. Leadership 
and teamwork skills are definitely 
assets to the position, and passion 
and commitment are a must, but it is 
certainly a labor worth doing and 
taking pride in.  I have enjoyed being 
a part of it for the last four years. 
Please contact President, Judy 
Brummer if you are interested in 
knowing more at  Ju-
dy@emdeemountainhorses.com 
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

American Horse Council Benefits 
For RMHA members. If you would 
like  to see the benefits we get just for 
being members of the RMHA   
Go HERE 
 

RMHA Trail Program  
If you ride those trails and you aren’t 
a part of this program yet, you should 
be! What are you waiting for?  And if 
you are, you need to know that the 
trail year has changed! To find out all 
you need to know, click here! 

RMHA Versatility Program  
What do you do with your horse? Per-
form? Ride Trails? Show? Extreme 
Cowboy? Obstacles? Mounted shoot-
ing? Drill team? More? Then you should 
really check out our versatility program!  
Get all the details right here and start 
adding up those points! 

Link to KHBIF Information.  
KHBIF Information 

DEADLINES TO NOTE: 

Rocky Beat: Deadline for submit-

ting content or classifieds is al-

ways the 1st of each month. 

 

Summer Issue Printed Magazine: 

Articles-June 30th 

Ads-June 20th 

Approx release-Aug 7th 

 

 

Next RMHA Board Meeting: 
Jun 27th, 12 p.m., Winchester, KY 

Board  of Directors meeting. 

B.E.S.T.S. DIRECTORY  LINK
(Breeders, Equine Services, Trainers 
and Sales Directory)  
Click HERE 

Horse expo participation forms-If you 
plan to participate in expos in 2020, 
please find your form HERE . Forms are  
now being accepted year-round. 

For all 2020 show and event 
information go to the RMHA Show 
page. 
 

Advertise with the RMHA 

-Help to support all of the programs of the 

RMHA by advertising in the BESTS Directo-

ry or becoming a website home page spon-

sor. Live links to your own website are avail-

able from the BESTS Directory and the 

website home page. Contact the RMHA 

office (859-644-5244) for more information. 

Ads must be prepaid. 

Friends of Sound Horses (FOSH)– 
Read HERE about their news and activi-
ties 

2020 RMHA International Dates: 
September 2-5, 2020 @ Kentucky 
Horse Park  

Youth Horse Camp: The RMHA 
2020 Youth Camp will be held June 
12-14 at Rudy’s Ranch, Salt Lick, KY. 
We will have lots of educational clin-
ics, demos and more. We are plan-
ning a youth fun show to close out 
camp on June 14th at 2:00pm. All 
youth are welcome, even if you don’t 
participate in camp. Registration 
packets will be available in April. 
Watch the youth facebook page and 
RMHA facebook page for more infor-
mation on lodging and schedule of 
activities.  

Farewell from the Editor  
Fellow members, I want to take a 
moment to bid you adieu. I have re-
signed my chair to the publications 
committee. Which also includes the 
editor duties for both the printed 
magazine and the e-newspaper, The 
Rocky Beat. My job responsibilities 
have changed in a way that makes it 
very difficult for me to dedicate the 
time that needs to be put into both of 
these publications. I can not abide 
doing a job halfway and both publica-
tions deserve more, so rather than let 
any quality slip, I feel it is best to step 
away. I have so enjoyed the experi-
ence of serving on this committee for 
the last 6 years and will miss the 
connection it put me in with so many 
people and stories. I hope one of you 
will step in to have a turn at the same  
experience I have had. You don’t 
need to have publishing experience 
to do this job but it does help to have 
writing experience, good organiza-
tional skills, a commitment to balance 
to serve all members and a willing-
ness to work as a team with your 
committee. During my tenure, our 
committee members have always 
remained committed to a balanced 
mix of trail, rail, health, history and 
human interest in the magazine as it 
serves all active members of our 
RMHA community and I hope we 
have done well by you there. If you 
have interest in joining the committee 
and/or filling the chair position, 
please contact Judy Brummer at  
president@rmhorse.com . Please 
continue to send contributions and 
stories to the same RMHA magazine 
email address you always have, at 
rmha.magazine@gmail.com 

P a g e  3  T h e  R o c k y  B e a t  

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

American Horse Council Benefits 
For RMHA members. If you would 
like  to see the benefits we get just for 
being members of the RMHA   
Go HERE 
Also do you know someone who 
would like an internship with AHC? 
Check out how to apply HERE 

Need RMHA merchandise? 
Visit the official RMHA Marketplace 
for bags, clothing and much more and 
don't forget to become a VIP member 
on the page to receive member dis-
counts! 

RMHA Trail Program  
If you ride those trails and you aren’t 
a part of this program yet, you should 
be! What are you waiting for?  And if 
you are, you need to know that the 
trail year has changed! To find out all 
you need to know, click here! 

RMHA Versatility Program  
What do you do with your horse? Per-
form? Ride Trails? Show? Extreme 
Cowboy? Obstacles? Mounted shoot-
ing? Drill team? More? Then you should 
really check out our versatility program!  
Get all the details right here and start 
adding up those points! 

The print "Five Sons of Tobe" is 
back in stock and ready to ship. The 
price is $34.99 unframed. If you 
would like your own copy, please 
contact the RMHA office  

Link to KHBIF Information.  
KHBIF Information 

DEADLINES TO NOTE: 

 

Rocky Beat: Deadline for submit-

ting content or classifieds is al-

ways the 1st of each month. 

 

Next RMHA Board Meeting: 
Aug 18th , Winchester, KY. 
Board  of Directors meeting. 

B.E.S.T.S. DIRECTORY  LINK
(Breeders, Equine Services, Trainers 
and Sales Directory)  
Click HERE 

New Registration Incentive 
Check out the new registration incen-
tives HERE.  

The RMHA 2018 election results have 
been tabulated.  
Winning Candidates: 
 
President:                  Judy Brummer 412 
Vice-President:              John Stivers 412 
Secretary:                      Gina Purdue 422 
Treasurer:                Claudia: Depew 418 
Director of Examiners:   Jeff McCarty 410 
Hearing Panel:           Lyngle Lawson 412 
Member at Large: 
Brittany Hopkins   234 
Jane Gean            228 
Jason Sloan          228 
Bylaw Change                Yes 374 / No 67 

Do you follow the RMHA on Face-
book? It is a good place to keep up on 
new info coming out of the office and 
member events. Check it out HERE 

For all 2018 show and event infor-
mation go to the RMHA Show page. 
 
Have a great show season everyone! 

2018 RMHA International Grand 
Championship Horse Show 
The 2018 RMHA International Grand 
Championship Horse Show will be held 
at the Kentucky Horse Park, September 
6, 7, & 8. For all the info go HERE 
A General membership meeting will be 
held on September 5th at the horse 
park. 

RMHA Registration Incentive ends 
October 31, 2018. 
Register 2 horses (any age) at regular 
price and register a 3rd horse for 1/2 
price! 
Register 4 horses (any age) at regular 
price and register a 5th horse for free! 
Fees for registration can be found at 
this link.  
All registration applications must be 
received at the same time for this offer 
to apply.  
(Please note, registration fee includes 
fee for DNA. Discount includes dis-
count on cost of DNA) 

Have you seen the new Pedigree Data-
base? Visit HERE and please help us 
complete this project by reviewing the 
information for your own horses.   

2018 Pink Ride– Saturday Oct 13, 2018, 
is the date for our together separately 
ride to benefit Breast Cancer Research 
Association. Plan your group and place 
to ride and raise $ for a great organiza-
tion. Contact Angie Emmert for more info 
at 2much2due@earthlink.net  

COMMITTEE CHAIR OPPORTUNI-
TY COMING IN SEPTEMBER 
As chair and editor of the RMHA 
Publications Committee , I  wanted to 
let you know that my term is up this 
September, and the RMHA will be 
seeking a new chair. This role is a 
rewarding job that does not require 
previous editor experience but some 
writing/publishing/editing/organizing 
skills are very helpful. Leadership 
and teamwork skills are definitely 
assets to the position, and passion 
and commitment are a must, but it is 
certainly a labor worth doing and 
taking pride in.  I have enjoyed being 
a part of it for the last four years. 
Please contact President, Judy 
Brummer if you are interested in 
knowing more at  Ju-
dy@emdeemountainhorses.com 
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A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

American Horse Council Benefits  

RMHA Trail Program 
If you ride your Rocky Mountain 
Horse on the trail, you should be 
gaining awards in this program. A 
new online trail mileage tracker is 
coming soon.   

RMHA Versatility Program 
Do you participate in parades, trail 
competitions, horse shows, cowboy 
mounted shooting, obstacle competi-
tions, extreme cowboy competitions, 
drill team, gaited dressage, expos, 
endurance? You should check out 
our versatility program and start add-
ing up your points.  

RMHA KHBIF Information 
Kentucky Born and Bred 

 Program 

DEADLINES TO NOTE 

Rocky Beat Deadline 
 for content or classifieds 

 1st of each month. 
Summer Issue Magazine: 

Deadlines for submission of:  
Articles– pending 

Ads– pending 
Approx release-August 15th 

Next RMHA Board Meeting 
August 1st, 12 p.m. 

Winchester, KY 
2020 Expo Participation Forms 

If you plan to participate in Expos in 
2020 with your Rocky Mountain 

Horse, please consider representing 
the RMHA. Reimbursement for some 

expenses available. 

2020 RMHA Shows 
and Sanctioned Classes  

  Breeders  
  Equine B.E.S.T.S. 
  Services Directory 
  Trainers links to all 
  Sales  

Friends of Sound Horses 
news and activities 

2020 RMHA  
International  

Grand Championships 
September 9-12, 2020 
Kentucky Horse Park  

 

               HELP WANTED  
 

The RMHA office is seeking a part-
time Office Assistant. This is a 16-
20 hours per week position and will 
pay $9-$10 per hour. Job descrip-
tion at this link No inquiries by 
phone. If interested, please send cover 
letter and resume to: ad-
min@rmhorse.com 
 
The Rocky Mountain Horse Association pro-
vides equal employment opportunities to all em-
ployees and applicants for employment and pro-
hibits discrimination and harassment of any type 
without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, 
national origin, disability status, genetics, pro-
tected veteran status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, or any other characteris-
tic protected by federal, state or local laws. 
 
_______________________________________ 
 

 YOUTH T-SHIRT CONTEST 
 

Attention all RMHA Youth! WE NEED 
YOUR HELP and you could win a 25 
Tractor Supply Gift Card!  
We are trying to get t-shirts ready for the 
RMHA International! We need for you to 
submit your best t-shirt designs by July 
20th! A winning design will be chosen by 
August 1st and acknowledged on the 
RMHA Facebook page and the Rocky 
Mountain Horse Youth Page on Facebook! 
Your only design rules: the design must 
work if drawn in white on a red shirt and 
keep it classy. Questions will be addressed 
on the Rocky Mountain Horse Youth Page 
and submissions can be sent by messaging 
that page. All applicants must be current 
RMHA youth members. 

Please send story or classified 
submissions to 

rmha.magazine@gmail.com  
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                                         Advertise with the RMHA 
You can help to support the programs of the RMHA by advertising in the Rocky Beat, on the RMHA 

website or in the Rocky Mountain Horse magazine. All advertising must be prepaid. Call (859-644-5244) 

for more information.  

https://www.rmhorse.com/node/486
http://www.horsecouncil.org/ahc-student-internships/
http://www.rmhamarketplace.com
https://www.rmhorse.com/Trail%20Pleasure%20Program
https://www.rmhorse.com/Competitive%20and%20Endurance%20Program
https://www.rmhorse.com/KY%20Horse%20Breeders%20Incentive%20Fund
https://www.rmhorse.com/bests
https://www.rmhorse.com/sites/default/files/forms_and_applications/RMHA%20FEE%20SCHEDULE%20DRAFT.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/rmhorse/
https://www.rmhorse.com/Current%20Year%20Show%20Programs
https://www.rmhorse.com/node/661
https://www.rmhorse.com/node/606
https://www.rmhorse2.com/Membership%20Benefits
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/trail-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/versatility-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/khbif-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/breed/breeders/
https://www.rmhorse.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Expo-form-2018.pdf
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/show-programs/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/show-programs/
http://fosh.info/pdf/soundadvocates/2019/Final%20SEPT-OCT%20SA%20%20Issue.pdf
https://www.rmhorse.com/node/486
http://www.horsecouncil.org/ahc-student-internships/
http://www.rmhamarketplace.com
https://www.rmhorse.com/Trail%20Pleasure%20Program
https://www.rmhorse.com/Competitive%20and%20Endurance%20Program
https://www.rmhorse.com/KY%20Horse%20Breeders%20Incentive%20Fund
https://www.rmhorse.com/bests
https://www.rmhorse.com/sites/default/files/forms_and_applications/RMHA%20FEE%20SCHEDULE%20DRAFT.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/rmhorse/
https://www.rmhorse.com/Current%20Year%20Show%20Programs
https://www.rmhorse.com/node/661
https://www.rmhorse.com/node/606
https://www.rmhorse2.com/Membership%20Benefits
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/trail-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/versatility-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/khbif-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Expo-form-2018.pdf
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/show-programs/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/show-programs/
https://www.rmhorse.com/breed/breeders/
http://fosh.info/XSLN-AJHF-2020/Issue%201%202020.pdf
mailto:rmha.magazine@gmail.com
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Do you know what a regional board liaison is? Here is your explanation according to the rules: 
 
From the Rules, Section 3: 
5. Board Communication with Affiliated Clubs (Amended January 24, 2015) Annually the president shall appoint a Member 
at Large of the Board to act as a direct liaison with each Affiliated Club. An officer may act in this capacity if specifically re-
quested. Duties will require biannual reports from regional club liaisons with the second report to include financial status and 
a list of members.  
 
 
Here are the currently appointed liaisons: 
 
1.  Michigan                             Kathy House 
2.  Mid-Atlantic                        Tess Smith 
3.  Pacific Crest                       Janet Peters 
4.  Southern States                 Jason Slone 
5.  Tristate                                Mik Fenn 
6.  West Coast                         Mindy Smith 
7.  Lone Star                            Kathy House 

R e g i o n a l  L i a i s o n s   

Lone Star Rocky Club  
Texas and surrounding states 
Facebook 
President: Loyd St. John 
 
Michigan RMH Club 
Michigan & surrounding states 
President: Brenda Ricksgers 
 
 
Mid-Atlantic RMH Club 
VA, MD, WVA, PA, NC 
President: Joe Jolley 
 
 
Pacific Crest RMH Club  
Northern CA, WA, OR and surrounding states 
Facebook  
President: Jan Dunn 

C o n t a c t  L i n k s  f o r  R e g i o n a l  C l u b s  

Southern States RMH Club 
FL, GA, AL, SC 
Facebook  
President: Melissa Grimes 
 
 
TriState RMH Club 
OH, IN, KY and surrounding states 
President: Tess Smith 
 
West Coast Rocky Mountain Horse Club 
CA, NV, AZ & surrounding west coast states 
Facebook 
President: Linda Clarke 
 
 
You belong  
     in a Rocky Mountain Horse Club! 

Consider joining one of the RMHA’s affiliate Regional Clubs. This is a great way to meet other Rocky Mountain Horse 
owners and enjoy your Rocky in new ways. Many clubs arrange trail rides, horse shows and other events to promote 
the breed and to share their love for the Rocky Mountain Horse. Club members are also good resources for infor-
mation about local supplies or services.   

https://www.lonestarrockyclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LSRCTX/
mailto:stjohn.loyd@gmail.com
mailto:ricksgersrockys@torchlake.com
https://www.marmhc.com
mailto:jolleyjp@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/539404283270696/
mailto:jdunn2005@comcast.net
https://www.ssrmhclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/599969353750972/?ref=br_rs
mailto:tristaterockies@gmail.com
http://www.wcrmhc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/705839752784165/
mailto:ljclarke@thegrid.net
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>>>Continued from Page 1 

In my area, Quarter Horses and Arabians were the main breeds used. I remember keeping the calendar on 
the wrong month just so I was able to have the picture of that chocolate beauty on my wall. 

 Fast-forward a year and my grandfather made it possible to send me to horse camp! I was over the moon! 
My dreams of finally being taught how to ride had come true! That is where I met Cassandra Rose (owner 
of R Squared Ranch), She was a riding instructor at the time and would teach us the basics of learning our 
aids. She would take large groups of us on trail rides and make it possible for us to experience the joys of 
connecting with a horse. We learned how to care for horses, basic riding techniques and even games!  

My experiences at horse camp led me to buying my first horse. When I was 13, I bought a Red Quarter 
Horse who was sold due to him being red and not palomino. His breeders were, and still are, very active in 
the palomino QuarterHhorse world.  George has been my steady and very lazy trail mount for the past 11 
years. I have been blessed to have him, but I became very dissatisfied with the Quarter Horse world due to 
over-saturation of the market and too many bloodlines to keep track of and navigate.  

Five years later, when I was 18, I reconnected with Cassie on Facebook and started following her Ranch 
and progress. I was reminded once again how magnificent the Rockies were. Her stallion, Cotton, mes-
merized me with his light hair and chocolate body.. As the years passed, I watched the foals that R 
Squared Ranch produced and the Rockies that were trained. I had fallen in love with each and every horse 
knowing just how amazing they were: the gait, their versatility and, most of all, their loving and kind nature.  

I graduated from my small town high school and headed off to The University of Wisconsin- River Falls to 
pursue a Bachelor's Degree in Agricultural Education and a minor in Animal Science. While I was taking 
my college courses, I was continuing to follow various Rocky groups, breeders and trainers. I continued to 
admire the horses posted on Facebook and shown on breeders’ pages. I knew after I graduated from col-
lege that I would be able to pursue my hopes and dreams of getting my very first Rocky. 

In 2016, R2 Eureka Eldorado was born. I fell in love with him instantly and made a promise to myself that I 
would one day have a horse just like him. To my luck, he was kept to be a breeding stallion. When he was 
a year old, I knew I would have a foal by him. I made a promise to myself that when he was of breeding 
age, I would have one of his foals. After a few years of admiring and following Nero, 2019 was his time to 
shine! I contacted Cassie and let her know I was ready for a foal.  

During that time, I was teaching full-time and created an equestrian club for several of the students at my 
school. We would have discussions about breeds, trainers, genetics, colors, and so much more. I was able 
to also share my journey with my students.  It was actually a student who reminded me that life is too short 
to wait for your dreams to come true; you have to sometimes take a leap of faith. This leap of faith, so to 
speak, was me deciding  that I wanted to buy a foal in utero. I didn’t care about color or gender. I only 
cared about two things: a healthy foal and amazing foundation lines.  

 I knew Nero would be the sire, but the dam was still up in the air. I had told Cassie what I wanted: a stocky 
trail partner who was kind and loving. She suggested MMR’s Amazing Grace. MAG’s build was everything 
I had dreamed of for a trail partner, I love thick and big boned horses. When I saw MAG, I knew she was 
the one. A few weeks later, I had officially bought my first Rocky Mountain Horse! I had no clue the gender 
or color, but that didn’t matter to me. I knew no matter what the foal would be, it would be amazing be-
cause it was a Rocky. Now all I had to do was wait for my little zygote to develop.  

That same year I was able to attend the Minnesota horse expo with a group of my students, and they were 
able to meet MMR’s Amazing Grace. Her performance at expo blew my mind! She was cool, calm and col-
lected. During the demonstration of breeds her gait was so smooth, and she looked as if she could go for 
days! After the demonstration of breeds was finished, I hauled myself and my students down to the barn 
where we got to meet her.  

My students instantly fell in love with her and also Cassie's stallion, Cotton. He popped his head out of the 
stall and my students were able to scratch and love on him. They were amazed at how well behaved and 
kind a stallion could be. At that moment I knew I made the right choice of leaving the quarter horse world 
and entering a new chapter in my equine endeavors.   

                                                                              

 
                   >>> Continued page 6 



After the expo, I couldn’t wait for my dream horse to be born. It had been a journey that had lasted over a 
decade, and I was finally about to achieve my dreams. In early May 2020, my dream horse was born. He was 
perfect! I was able to meet him during his first day of life, and I knew there was no way that I would ever have 
another breed.  

His vibrant and gregarious personality followed by his contagious “smile” has made the years of dreaming 
and planning worth it.  I am proud to say that I am officially a Rocky Mountain Horse owner and member of 
the RMHA. I cannot wait to watch McCoy grow into the trail champion I know he will be, and I can’t wait to 
meet more wonderful members of this organization!  

Look out for McCoy and me in 2024! We will hopefully be hitting the trail challenge hard and perhaps travel-
ing to a show or two! 
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>>>Continued from page 5 

                                McCoy as a foal.  Photos courtesy of Cassandra Marie Rose.  
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                Preparing for the International in Uncertain Times  

 
The RMHA begins preparing for the next year’s Interna-
tional within weeks of the last one. This year was no 
different. By December 2019, a KHP contract was in 
place for the 2020 RMHA International. The ISC had 
already analyzed the financials and attendance infor-
mation from the 2019 International and submitted a 
budget for this September’s event which was approved 
by the RMHA Board.  
 
Then came COVID-19. Closed, postponed, resched-
uled, delayed, date to be announced. Judges’ clinic, 
horse shows, youth camp, competitive trail events, or-
ganized trail rides, the RMHA office ... every day has 
brought challenges and disappointments. Through it all, 
the RMHA staff, the ISC and the RMHA Board has kept 
an optimism filter in place and maintained a positive 
outlook about this year’s RMHA International. When you are planning during times of uncertainty, you must consider the worst 
possibilities, but plan for the best outcomes. This year’s International has probably had more hours of consideration than any other 
International, due to the concerns about what will be possible in September, 2020. We must comply with the KY Governor’s ad-
ministrative directives and the KHP’s rules. A lot of attention has been focused on what must be adapted to fit those requirements 
and some round pegs had to be whittled down to fit the square COVID-19 hole.  
 
This year, it seems like many plans were made just so they could be changed, often due to circumstances beyond our control. 
One of the changes at this year’s International which we regret is that there will be no Ride-A-Rocky. We are sure many will miss 
that aspect of our annual International and we look forward to being able to resume it in the future. Meanwhile, the possibility that 
spectator numbers might be restricted has caused consideration for professional live streaming or pay per view so that each day’s 
events could be watched by spectators around the world. We have had to reassess each aspect of this event and adjust our plans 
to allow what we believe matters most to take place. 
 
 As the dates for the International approach, the association will keep you aware of new requirements as we learn of them and we 
may have to ask you to make special concessions in order to meet those requirements. We hope to have a grand 2020 Interna-
tional. We will be saddened if everyone has to wear a mask to attend or spectators are restricted from attending but once we real-
ly get down to it, what really matters and what we really hope we get to have is an event that celebrates the horses and respects 
the members who have supported the organization and the breed throughout these difficult months, come what may, COVID-19 
included.  
 
The only way that this year’s RMHA International would not take place at all, is if the state of Kentucky closed the KHP down for 
September 9th through 12th. We have truly little ability to prevent that decision if the governor or the KHP decides it is necessary. 
Individual members may be able to help prevent it from happening by doing whatever is necessary NOW to prevent a resurgence 
of cases and limit the fatalities from this disease. We want to see those things happen anyway.  
 
Over the past several months, I am sure we have all missed special moments, sporting events, graduations, vacations, birthday 
celebrations, horse shows, weddings and business as usual. I am sure we want to return to making great plans again for all those 
things and, when we can, we will have had the opportunity to re-focus on what matters most and to realize that when things don’t 
go as planned, sometimes, in some way, something better happens. In my opinion, this year’s International theme sums it up very 
well, what really matters is that we will always have “Lasting Friendships” and we will always be “Stronger Together”.  
 
See you at the KHP, September 9th!  
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R M H A  T r a i l  M i l e a g e  P r o g r a m  

Starting with the 2020 Trail Year (November 1, 2019 to October 31, 2020), Registered Rocky Mountain Horses, 
certified and uncertified, are participating in the RMHA Trail Mileage Program. The revised program includes two 
awards subprograms.  
 
An RMHA Rider Mileage Program where yearly and lifetime trail miles are tracked by Riders, in two divisions: 
 1. For riders riding one or more RMHA Registered uncertified horses.  
 2. For riders riding one or more RMHA Registered and Certified horse(s). 
An RMHA Trail Horse Program in which yearly and lifetime trail miles are tracked by Riders on Registered and 
Certified Rocky Mountain Horse(s). 
  
All Yearly and Lifetime awards will be presented at the annual RMHA Awards Banquet. Details about these pro-
grams and how to join in tracking you and your horses’ trail miles is available on the RMHA website Trail Mileage 
Program page. 
 
The Trail Committee is currently working on updating the awards for the Trail Program and developing a sponsor-
ship program, to help provide improved awards for this program and promote the Trail Programs. If you are inter-
ested in being a sponsor – please let us know!   

R M H A  V e r s a t i l i t y  P r o g r a m  

If  you enjoy a number of different activities with your Rocky, you really should check out this RMHA program. 
 
Like other programs of the RMHA , the Versatility Program operates on an annual competition year which runs 
from November 1st to October 31st of the following year.  Points can accumulate from a variety of activities, 
including: trail riding, competitive trail events, traditional horse showing, educational and competitive 4H pro-
grams, team penning, western/gaited/traditional dressage, stadium jumping, cross country, eventing, carriage 
driving, drill team or demonstration exhibitions, parades and many other activities that may be popular where 
you live. Keeping good records of the events and programs you participate in will be important as you must pro-
vide documentation (score cards/sheets, photos, receipts, awards or other forms depending on the activity) with 
your entry form (postmarked) by November 15th) to be tabulated for the year. 
  
Youth and adults may participate, and awards are provided in both Youth and Adult categories and are present-
ed at the annual RMHA Awards Banquet which has been held in February for the last few years. The forms 
needed to participate in this program are on the RMHA website.  One form will allow you to compete for the an-
nual RMHA Versatile Horse of the Year award; the other, the Accumulating form, will be needed to create a 
continuing record for cumulative awards presented each year. A more detailed description of the program is on 
the RMHA website Versatility Program page . 
  
Good luck! We look forward to seeing you participate in the RMHA Versatility Program.  

https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/trail-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/trail-program/
https://www.rmhorse.com/programs/versatility-program/


 

The Rocky Mountain Horse Association is a non-

profit corporation organized under the laws of the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

 

Mission: 

The purpose of the Rocky Mountain Horse  

Association is to aid and encourage the  

preservation, promotion, breeding and  

development of the Rocky Mountain Horse 

throughout the United States and Internationally.   

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
WWW.RMHORSE.COM 

Rocky Mountain Horse Association 

71 South Main Street 

Winchester, KY  40391 

Phone: 859-644-5244 

E-mail: admin@rmhorse.com 

E-mail for submitting items to Publications: 

rmha.magazine@gmail.com 

Website: www.rmhorse.com 

Facebook: Rocky Mountain Horse Assn 

One horse for all occasions 

 

C l a s s i f i e d s  A v a i l a b l e  

Fifty words may not seem like a lot, but when you think about it, you can pack quite a bit of infor-

mation into that many words. Adding a live link to your website and another to your email address 

would also be an option, with new option for a photo as well. 

 

Since Facebook no longer allows ads for horses, this might be a good place to advertise horses for 

sale or promote equine services or products. Add a live link for your website and email. Include your 

phone number, as well. Put some thought into it and you can say a lot, with new option for a photo 

as well..  

 

Just remember the deadline for submission is the first of each month.  Write your ad and send in 
your photo and information to rmha.magazine@gmail.com, call the office to pay for the ad, then sit 
back and wait for the phone to ring or the email to arrive.  
 
 

Classified Ads are $10 with a 50 word allowance plus 1 photo 

http://www.rmhorse.com
https://www.rmhorse.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rmhorse/

